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summoned to Paris and appointed colonel in
command of one of the English infantry regi-
ments in French pay against the Dutch and
their allies of the Holy Roman Empire, and
fought under the famous French general, Tur-
enne. The English Government was informed
towards the end of the campaign that " no one
in the world could possibly have done better
than Mr. Churchill has done and M. de Turenne
is very well pleased with all our nation."

On his return to Court, Churchill's amours
became so notorious that they seemed likely to
submerge his newly acquired military reputa-
tion. The reports of the French Ambassador in
England which reached Versailles in November,
1676, told of how he had left Barbara Cleveland
" after pillaging her of 100,000 livres " and was
seeking marriage with the pretty but quarrel-
some sixteen-year-old Sarah Jennings. In spite
of Turenne's tribute and Louis XIV's direct
knowledge, the story was circulated that he was
winning his way exclusively through feminine
influence, and the French War Minister said nastily
that his master did not want ce dishonourable
and dishonoured carpet knights in his armies."
But John Churchill was indifferent now to offers
of regiments. He fell in love as most men fall
in love once only in their lives. If he did not
at first seek marriage - as some of Sarah's notes
to him suggest-he was soon impelled to do so.
The girl's off-handedness and harsh treatment
of her suitor and his parents' opposition height-
ened his desire. Somewhere and at some time
about 1678 (exactly where or when is not known)
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